The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC)

The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) is an inter-governmental organization grouping fifty-seven States. These States decided to pool their resources together, combine their efforts and speak with one voice to safeguard the interest and ensure the progress and well-being of their peoples and those of other Muslims in the world over. 
The Organization was established in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco, on 12 Rajab 1389H (25 September 1969) when the First meeting of the leaders of the Islamic world was held in this city in the wake of the criminal arson perpetrated on 21 August 1969 by Zionist elements against Al-Aqsa Mosque, in occupied Jerusalem. It was indeed in order to defend the honour, dignity and faith of the Muslims, to face this bitter challenge launched in the holy city of Al-Quds so dear to them and against the Mosque of Al-Aqsa, the first Qibla and third holiest Shrine of Islam, that the leaders of the Muslim world, at their Summit in Rabat, seized that event - which brought about unanimous worldwide condemnation and reprobation - to think together of their common cause and muster the force required to overcome their differences, unite and lay the foundations of this large grouping of States, that is, the Organization of the Islamic Conference which they entrusted, in absolute priority, with liberating Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa from Zionist occupation. 
Six months after that historical meeting, i.e. in Muharram 1390H (March 1970), the First Islamic Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs held in Jeddah set up a permanent General Secretariat, to ensure a liaison among Member States and charged it to coordinate their action. The Conference appointed its Secretary General and chose Jeddah as the Headquarters of the Organization, pending the liberation of Jerusalem, which would be the permanent Headquarters. 
Two and a half years after Rabat, in Muharram 1392H (February 1972), the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, meeting in its Third Session, adopted the Charter of the Organization, whose purpose is to strengthen solidarity and cooperation among Islamic States in the political, economic, cultural, scientific and social fields. 
Under the Charter, the Organization aims to: 
1.  Strengthen: 
a) Islamic solidarity among Member States; 
b) Cooperation in the political, economic, social, cultural and      scientific fields: 
c) The struggle of all Muslim people to safeguard their dignity, independence and national rights. 
2.  Coordinate action to: 

a) Safeguard the Holy Places; 

b) Support the struggle of the Palestinian people and assist them in recovering their rights and liberating their occupied territories. 
3.  Work to: 
a)Eliminate racial discrimination and all forms of colonialism;
b) Create a favorable atmosphere for the promotion of cooperation and understanding between Member States and other countries. 
The Charter also enumerates principles which OIC Member States undertake to inspire themselves from, in order to achieve the objectives of the Organization. 
The Charter also enumerates the principles governing OIC activities, namely: 
Full equality among Member States 
Observation of the right to self determination and non-interference in the internal affairs of Member States
Observation of the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of each State
The settlement of any dispute that might arise among Member States by peaceful means such as negotiations, mediation, conciliation and arbitration
A pledge to refrain, in relations among Member States, from resorting to force or threatening to resort to the use of force against the unity and territorial integrity or the political independence of any one of them
In order to achieve its objectives, the Organization has main bodies, secondary organs, institutions and specialized committees. 
The Islamic Conference is composed of the following main bodies:
The Conference of Kings and Heads of State and Government, is the supreme authority of the Organization which meets once every three years to lay down the Organization's policy.
The Conference of Foreign Ministers, which meets once a year to examine a progress report on the implementation of its decisions taken within the framework of the policy defined by the Islamic Summit.
The General Secretariat, which is the executive organ of the Organization, entrusted with the implementation of the decisions of the two preceding bodies.

In order to coordinate and boost its action, align its view points and stands, and be credited with concrete results in the various fields of cooperation: political, economic, cultural, social, spiritual and scientific, among Member States, the Organization has created different committees, nearly all, at ministerial level, a number of which are chaired by Heads of State. The Al-Quds Committee, the Standing Committee for Information and Cultural Affairs (COMIAC), the Standing Committee for Economic and Trade Cooperation (COMCEC), the Standing Committee for Scientific and Technical Cooperation (COMSTECH) and the Islamic Peace Committee are the ones Chaired by Heads of State. Fourteen Committees which have been thus established, deal with other important issues such as Palestine, the Sahel, Afghanistan, Kashmir etc. 
The number and types of secondary organs and institutions, working toward the achievement of the OIC objectives, have been steadily increasing, and cover various areas of cultural, scientific, economic, legal, financial, sports, technological, educational, media, as well as vocational, social and humanitarian. Depending on their degree of autonomy vis-a-vis the parent organization, they are classified as subsidiary and specialized organs, or affiliated institutions. 
Last but not least, it is worth mentioning that by the 3rd year of the World Decade for Cultural Development launched by the United Nations in 1988 under the auspices of UNESCO - the Organization of the Islamic Conference had built Islamic Colleges, and Cultural Institutes and Centres to spread Islamic culture and dispense the Teaching of Arabic, the language of the Holy Qur'an, as well as other languages.
THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT

It is the Third Body of the OIC and the Organization's Executive organ.  It was established by the First Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in Muharram 1390H (February 1970).

  

It carries out duties entrusted to it by the Conference under the Charter, the Rules and Regulations of the Organization and as instructed within the framework of action plans adopted by the Conference and the Secretary General.  It assists subsidiary organs and specialized bodies in carrying out their tasks  and it coordinates their programmes.  It supervises the implementation of resolutions and recommendations of the Summits and the Islamic Conferences of Foreign Ministers. 

1.The Secretary General: 
The General Secretariat is headed by a Secretary General appointed by the Foreign Ministers Conference for a period of four years renewable once only. He is assisted by four Assistant Secretaries General, who are also elected. 

  

As the highest authority of the General Secretariat and subsidiary organs, the Secretary General is responsible to the Conference for their work and submits reports to the Conference on the execution of his duties. 

  

In the exercise of his duties, the Secretary General is assisted by Assistant Secretaries General, officials and experts. 

  

The personalities having been elected OIC Secretaries General since the establishment of the Organization are the following:
	1.
	H.R.H. Tunku Abdul Rahman
	(Malaysia)
	1971-1973

	2.
	H.E. Hassan Al-Touhami 
	(Egypt) 
	1974-1975

	3.
	H.E. Dr. Amadou Karim Gaye 
	(Senegal)
	1975-1979

	4.
	H.E. Mr. Habib Chatty
	(Tunisia)
	1979-1984

	5.
	H.E. Syed Sharifuddin Pirzada
	(Pakistan)
	1985-1988

	6.
	H.E. Dr. Hamid Algabid 
	(Niger)
	1989-1996

	7.
	H.E. Dr. Azeddine Laraki
	(Morocco)
	1997-2000

	8.
	H.E. Dr. Abdelouahed BELKEZIZ
	(Morocco)
	2001-2004

	9.
	H.E.Prof. Dr. EKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU
	(Turkey)
	2005-


The tasks of the General Secretariat are divided among general departments headed each by an Assistant Secretary General, who is responsible to the Secretary General for the functioning of his department. 

COORDINATION AMONG VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS
The Assistant Secretary General for Political Affairs is in charge of the following departments: 

1.   Department of Political Affairs 

2.   Department for Arab Affairs 

3.   Department for Africa Affairs  

4.   Department for Asia Affairs. 
The Assistant Secretary General in charge of Information and Cultural and Social Affairs coordinates between the work of the following two departments: 

1. Department of Information. 

2. Department of Cultural and Social Affairs. 

The Assistant Secretary General in charge of Economic Affairs coordinates the work of the Department of Economic Affairs. 

  

The Assistant Secretary General in charge of  Science and Technology, coordinates the work of the  Department of Science and Technology. 

  

The Director of Coordination with Palestine (rank of Assistant Secretary General) coordinates the work of Palestine and Al-Quds 

  

The High Commissioner for the Boycott of Israel (rank of Assistant Secretary General) coordinates the work of the Boycott of Israel Bureau. He also supervises the Da'wa Section. 

The undermentioned departments and sections are coordinated by the Office of the Secretary General: 

Department of Administration and Finance 

Department of Legal Affairs 

Department of Muslim Minorities 

Department of Protocol and Public Relations. 

Department of Coordination of subsidiary and  specialized  organs, and affiliated institutions. 

Department of Conferences. 

Department of Computerization 

General Services Section. 

External Offices:
The Permanent Observer Mission of the OIC to the UN in  New York. 

The Permanent Observer Mission of the OIC to the UN in Geneva. 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS
They can be summed up as follows:- 

1. THE SECRETARY GENERAL’S CABINET 
Coordination of conferences and meetings of the Organization; 

Follow-up and coordination of the work of the general departments; 

Follow up of activities of non-governmental organizations;
All work of the Office of the Secretary General. 

2.DEPARTMENT OF AL-QUDS AL-SHARIF AND PALESTINE
To draw up plans, undertake political, economic, social, military and information studies and programs designed: 

To support the struggle of the Palestinian people for their legitimate rights; 

To protect the holy places against desecration by the Zionist enemy: 

To prevent and check Jewish immigration to Palestine and to counter all forms of Zionist action. 

To lead information campaigns in conjunction with      information organs of Islamic countries; 

To help the OIC play an effective role during meetings dealing with the cause of Al-Quds Al-Sharif and Palestine. 

To follow up the implementation of decisions relating thereto. 

3. BUREAU FOR ISLAMIC BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL
It coordinates the efforts of Member States of the Organization of the Islamic Conference in boycotting Israel. 

4. ISLAMIC BUREAU FOR MILITARY COORDINATION WITH PALESTINE  

Its task consists in coordinating aid of military nature granted to Palestine by Member States of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 

5.  DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS
To harmonize and coordinate political action among Member States on the international, inter-regional levels in order to adopt unified Islamic political positions; 

To follow-up the implementation of decisions taken in this respect
6.DEPARTMENT OF MUSLIM COMMUNITIES AND MINORITIES.
To collect information data and statistics on Muslim communities in non-Islamic countries; 

To promote contact with them; 

To look after their interests while observing the sovereignty of the States in which they live. 

7.DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS.
It deals with legal matters and provides legal counsel relating to the work of the General Secretariat, its organs and institutions. 

It examines international draft treaties to which Member States adhere or are concerned.  It prepares legal texts of conventions and treaties to be concluded within the Organization and takes legal steps for their signing, ratification, adherence, deposit, registration and publicizing. 

8.DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS.
To draw up plans and undertake development studies and programmes designed 

To foster economic, technical and trade cooperation in priority fields as defined by the Islamic Conference 

To speed up the economic progress of OIC Member States through the development of their economic and human possibilities and potentialities and the protection of their natural resources in cooperation with banks, organs and other institutions. 

9.DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY:
To promote the development of Science and Technology in the Islamic World; 

To ensure the implementation of the decisions adopted by the Islamic Conference on inter-Islamic cooperation in the field of science and technology; 

To follow up the activities of the Standing Committee for Scientific and Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH) and of the Subsidiary Organs. 

10.INFORMATION DEPARTMENT
To keep the public informed about the activities of the General Secretariat and its organs and institutions. 

To coordinate the activities of news media of Member States with those of the General Secretariat and the inter-Islamic information organs

To disseminate information on the Islamic Ummah, its cultural heritage, its achievements and position; 

To work to bring OIC States and peoples closer to each other. 

11.  CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
To promote cooperation among Member States in the cultural and sports fields through: 

(1) the organization of meetings, training courses, competitions and seminars for their nationals; 

(2) the support of and coordination among centers and other institutions clearly involved in cultural and sports activities; 

(3) the creation of an appropriate cultural framework; 

(4) the encouragement of studies and publications on Islam, Palestine and Al-Quds Al-Sharif. 

12.ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE DEPARTMENT  

It draws up the administrative and financial draft Regulations of the General Secretariat and its subsidiary organs, deals with the personnel matters, prepares and executes the budgets, manages the accounts and holds the ledgers of the General Secretariat. 

13.CONFERENCE DEPARTMENT
It plans, coordinates and makes all arrangements relating to the holding of OIC conferences and meetings and provides Secretarial support to the Departments of the General Secretariat. 

14.PROTOCOL AND PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
It deals with protocol matters, and handles contacts concerning privileges and immunities of the OIC. It is also in charge of public relations. 

15.DEPARTMENT OF COORDINATION FOR SUBSIDIARY ORGANS, SPECIALIZED AND AFFILIATED INSTITUTIONS 
It follows up coordination activity between the General Secretariat, subsidiary organs and specialized and affiliated institutions. 

16.DA'WA SECTION
It aims to rationalize and coordinate the various activities of official and public organizations working in the domain of the Da'wa in Member States and elsewhere, to avoid duplication or overlapping in their action. 
17.EXTERNAL OFFICES
NEW YORK AND GENEVA  OFFICES 
The Permanent Observer Missions of the Organization of the Islamic Conference to the U.N. in New York and Geneva are entrusted with: 

Following all matters of interest to the Islamic Conference at the United nations; 

Coordinating the diplomacy of OIC Member States at the U.N.; 

Maintaining close contacts with the UN Secretariat; 

Creating, maintaining and strengthening working relations with the UN specialized bodies and institutions as well as the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC); 

Creating, maintaining and strengthening contacts with Member States of the UN. 

18. GENERAL SERVICE UNIT
This Unit is responsible for the centralization of incoming and outgoing correspondence. It also ensures the liaison between the Secretary General's office and the Departments. 

19.COMMUNICATION AND COMPUTER DEPARTMENT
  
The Representatives of 
The Kingdom of Afghanistan, the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria, the State of the United Arab Emirates, the State of Bahrain, the Republic of Chad, the Arab Republic of Egypt, The Republic of Guinea, the Republic of Indonesia, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, the State of Kuwait, the Republic of Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Republic, Malaysia, the Republic of Mali, the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, the Kingdom of Morocco, the Republic of Niger, the Sultanate of Oman, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the State of Qatar, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Senegal, the Republic of Sierra Leone, the Somali Republic, the Democratic Republic of Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, the Republic of Tunisia, the Republic of Turkey, and the Yemen Arab Republic, meeting in Jeddah from 14 to 18 Muharram, 1392H (29 February - 4 March, 1972); (30 members). 
REFERRING to the Conference of the Kings and Heads of State and Government of Islamic countries held in Rabat, 9 - 12 Rajab, 1389 (22 - 25 September 1969); 
RECALLING the First Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers held in Jeddah, 15 - 17 Muharram 1390 (23 - 25 March, 1970), and the Second Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers held in Karachi, 27 - 29 Shawal 1390 (26 - 28 December, 1970); 
CONVINCED that their common belief constitutes a strong factor for rapprochement and solidarity among Islamic people; 
RESOLVED to preserve Islamic spiritual, ethical, social and economic values, which will remain one of the important factors of achieving progress for mankind; 
REAFFIRMING their commitment to the United Nations Charter and fundamental Human Rights , the purposes and principles of which provide the basis for fruitful cooperation among all people; 
DETERMINED to consolidate the bonds of the prevailing brotherly and spiritual friendship among their people, and to protect their freedom, and the common legacy of their civilization restoring particularly on the principles of justice, tolerance and non-discrimination; 
IN THEIR ENDEAVOR to enhance human well-being, progress and freedom everywhere and resolved to unite their efforts in order to secure universal peace which ensures security, freedom and justice for their people and all people throughout the world. 
APPROVES the present Charter of the Islamic Conference:-   
ARTICLE  I
 

The Islamic Conference: 
The Member States do hereby establish the Organization of "The Islamic Conference".
 

 ARTICLE II
Objectives and Principles: 
A)  Objectives: 
The objectives of the Islamic Conference shall be
to promote Islamic solidarity among Member States; 
to consolidate cooperation among Member States in the economic, social, cultural, scientific and other vital fields of activities, and to carry out consultations among Member States in international organizations; to endeavor to eliminate racial segregation, discrimination and to eradicate colonialism in all its forms; 
to take necessary measures to support international peace and security founded on justice; 
to coordinate efforts for the safeguarding of the Holy Places and support of the struggle of the people of Palestine, to help them regain their rights and liberate their land; 
to back the struggle of all Muslim people with a view to preserving their dignity, independence and national rights; 
to create a suitable atmosphere for the promotion of cooperation and understanding among Member States and other countries. 
B)  Principles: 
The Member States decide and undertake that, in order to realize the objectives mentioned in the previous paragraph, they shall be inspired and guided by the following principles:- 
total equality between Member States; 
respect of the right of self-determination, and non-interference in the domestic affairs of Member States; 
respect of the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of each Member States; 
settlement of any conflict that may arise by peaceful means such as negotiation, mediation, reconciliation or arbitration;   
abstention from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity, national unity or political independence of any Member States.   
 

 ARTICLE III
Conference bodies: 
The Islamic Conference is made up of:- 
1. the Conference of Kings and Heads of State and Government 
2. the Conference of Foreign Ministers, and  the General Secretariat and Subsidiary Organs. 
 

 ARTICLE IV
Conference of Kings and Heads of State: 
The Conference of Kings and Heads of State and Government is the supreme authority in the Organization. 
The Islamic Summit Conference shall convene periodically, once every three years. 
It shall also be held whenever the interest of Muslim Nations warrants it, to consider matters of vital importance to the Muslims and coordinate the policy of the Organization accordingly. 
 

 

	ARTICLE V


Conference of Foreign Ministers: 
Conference sessions: 
  
1.      
a) The Islamic Conference shall be convened once a year of whenever the need arises at the level of Ministers of  Foreign  Affairs or their officially accredited representatives. The sessions shall be held in any one of the Member States. 
  
b) An extraordinary session may be convened at the request of any Member State or at the request of the Secretary General, if approved by two-thirds of the Member States. The request may be circulated to all Member States in order to obtain the required approval;  and 
c) The Conference of Foreign Ministers has the right to recommend the convening of a Conference of Heads of State or Government. The approval can be obtained for such a Conference by circulating the request to all Member States. 
  
2. The Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers shall be held for the following purposes:- 
          a) To consider the means of implementing the general policy of the Conference. 
  
          b) To review progress in the implementation of resolutions adopted at previous sessions. 
  
          c) To adopt resolutions on matters of common interest in accordance with the aims and objectives of the Conference set forth in this Charter. 
  
          d) To discuss the report of the Financial Committee and approve the budget of the Secretariat General. 
  
e)  
1. To appoint the Secretary General. 
2. To appoint four Assistants to the Secretary General on recommendation  of the Secretary General; (The post of a fourth Assistant Secretary General will be for the cause of Al-Quds Al-Sharif and Palestine), and

In recommending his Assistants, the Secretary General shall duly take competence, integrity and duly take into consideration their dedication to the Charter's objectives as well as the principle of equitable geographical distribution. 
f) To fix the date and venue of the coming Conference of Foreign Ministers; 
g) To consider any issue affecting one or more of the Member States whenever a request to that effect is made with a view to taking appropriate measures in that respect 
  
3. Resolutions or recommendations of the Conference of Foreign Ministers shall be adopted by a two-third majority. 
  
4. Two-thirds of the Member States in any session of the Conference of Foreign Ministers shall  constitute the quorum. 
  
5. The Conference of Foreign Ministers decides on the basic procedures which it follows and which could be good for the Conference of Kings and Heads of State and Government. It appoints a Chairman for each session. This procedure is also applied in subsidiary organs set up by the Conference of Kings and Heads of State and Government and also by the Conference of Foreign Ministers. 
	ARTICLE VI   


 

The General Secretariat: 
1. The General Secretariat shall be headed by a Secretary General appointed by the Foreign Ministers Conference for a period of four years renewable once only. 

2. The Secretary General shall appoint the staff of the General Secretariat from amongst nations of Member States, paying due regard to their competence and integrity, and in accordance with the principle of equitable geographical distribution. 

3. In the performance of their duties, the Secretary General, his Assistants, and the staff of  the General Secretariat, shall not seek or receive instructions from any government or authority other than the Conference. They shall refrain from taking any action that may be detrimental to their position as international officials responding only to the Conference. Member States undertake to respect this quality and the nature of their responsibilities, and shall not seek to influence them in any way in the discharge of their duties. 

4. The Secretariat General shall work to promote communication among Member States and provide facilities for consultations and exchange of views as well as the dissemination of information that may have common significance to these States. 

5. The headquarters of the Secretariat General shall be in Jeddah pending the liberation of "Baitul Maqdis" (Jerusalem). 

6. The General Secretariat shall follow up the implementation of the resolutions and recommendations of the Conference and report back to the Conference. It shall also directly supply the Member States with working papers and memoranda through appropriate channels, within the framework of the resolutions and recommendations of the Conference. 

7. The General Secretariat shall prepare the meetings of the Conference in close cooperation with the host states insofar as administrative and organizational matters are concerned. 
8. In the light of the agreement on immunities and privileges to be approved by the Conference: 
a) The Conference shall enjoy, in the Member States, such legal      capacity, immunities and privileges as may be necessary for the      exercise of its functions and the fulfillment of its objectives. 
b) Representatives of Member States shall enjoy such immunities and privileges as may be necessary for the exercise of their functions related to the Conference; and 

The Staff of the Conference shall enjoy the immunities and privileges necessary for the performance of their duties as may be decided by the Conference. 
ARTICLE VII
Finance: 
All expenses on the administration and activities of the Secretariat shall be borne by Member States proportionate to their national incomes. 
The Secretariat shall administer its financial affairs according to the rules of procedure approved by the Conference of Foreign Ministers. 
A Standing Financial Committee shall be set up by the Conference from the accredited representatives of the participating States, and shall meet at the Headquarters of the General Secretariat. This Committee shall in conjunction with the Secretary General, prepare and supervise the budget of the General Secretariat in accordance with the regulations approved by the Conference of Foreign Ministers. 
ARTICLE VIII
Membership: 
The Organization of the Islamic Conference is made up of the States which took part in the Conference of Kings and Heads of State and Government held in Rabat and the two Foreign Ministers' Conferences held in Jeddah and Karachi, and signatory to the present Charter. Every Muslim State is eligible to join the Islamic Conference on submitting an application expressing its desire and preparedness to adopt this Charter. The application shall be deposited with the General Secretariat, to be brought before the Foreign Ministers' Conference at its first meeting after the submission of the application. Membership shall take effect as of the time of approval of the Conference by a two-third majority of the Conference members. 
 

ARTICLE IX
Islamic Organization: 
The General Secretariat shall act within the frame-work of the present Charter with the approval of the Conference  to consolidate relations between the Islamic Conference and the Islamic Organizations of international character and to bolster cooperation in the service of the Islamic objectives approved by this Charter. 
  
ARTICLE X

Withdrawal: 
Any Member State may withdraw from the Islamic Conference by sending a written notification to the Secretariat General, to be communicated to all Member States. 
The State applying for withdrawal shall be bound by its obligations until the end of the fiscal year during which the application of withdrawal is submitted. It shall also settle any other financial dues to the Conference.
ARTICLE XI
Amendment: 
Amendment to this Charter shall be made, if approved and ratified by a two-third majority of the Member States. 
ARTICLE XII
Interpretation: 
Any dispute that may arise in the interpretation, application or implementation of any Article in the present Charter shall be settled peacefully, and in all cases through consultations, negotiations, reconciliation or arbitration.
ARTICLE XIII
Language: Languages of the Conference shall be Arabic, English and French.
 

ARTICLE XIV

Ratification: 
This Charter shall be approved and ratified by Member States of the Organization of the Islamic Conference in accordance with the procedure prevailing in their respective countries. This Charter goes into effect as of the date of deposition of the instruments of ratification with the General Secretariat by a simple majority of the States having participated in the Third Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers held in Jeddah from 14 to 18 Muharram 1392 (29 February - 4 March, 1972). 
This Charter has been registered in conformity with Article 102 of the United Nation’s Charter on February 1st, 1974.
