United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

UNESCO - the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was founded on 16 November 1945. For this specialized United Nations agency, it is not enough to build classrooms in devastated countries or to publish scientific breakthroughs. Education, Social and Natural Science, Culture and Communication are the means to a far more ambitious goal : to build peace in the minds of men.

Today, UNESCO functions as a laboratory of ideas and a standard-setter to forge universal agreements on emerging ethical issues. The Organization also serves as a clearinghouse – for the dissemination and sharing of information and knowledge – while helping Member States to build their human and institutional capacities in diverse fields. In short, UNESCO promotes international co-operation among its 191* Member States and six Associate Members in the fields of education, science, culture and communication. 

UNESCO is working to create the conditions for genuine dialogue based upon respect for shared values and the dignity of each civilization and culture. 
This role is critical, particularly in the face of terrorism, which constitutes an attack against humanity. The world urgently requires global visions of sustainable development based upon observance of human rights, mutual respect and the alleviation of poverty, all of which lie at the heart of UNESCO’s mission and activities. 


Through its strategies and activities, UNESCO is actively pursuing the Millennium Development Goals, especially those aiming to: 

  halve the proportion of people living in extreme poverty in developing countries by 2015 

  achieve universal primary education in all countries by 2015 

  eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005 

  help countries implement a national strategy for sustainable development by 2005 to reverse current trends in the loss of environmental resources by 2015.

The Constitution

The Preamble to the Constitution of UNESCO declares that ‘since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace must be constructed’.

In order that a unanimous, lasting and genuine peace may be secured, the Preamble declares that the States Party to the Constitution believed ‘in full and equal opportunities for education for all, in the unrestricted pursuit of objective truth and in the free exchange of ideas and knowledge". 

As defined by the Constitution, the purpose of the Organization is: "to contribute to peace and security by promoting collaboration among nations through education, science and culture in order to further universal respect for justice, for the rule of law and for the human rights and fundamental freedoms which are affirmed for the peoples of the world, without distinction of race, sex, language or religion, by the Charter of the United Nations’.

Since its creation in 1945, UNESCO has worked to improve education worldwide through technical advice, standard setting, innovative projects, capacity-building and networking. Education for All (EFA) by 2015 guides UNESCO’s action in the field of education and indeed, in an intersectoral manner, throughout all its fields of competence. 

UNESCO’s educational priorities: 

  Basic education for all, with special attention being given to literacy, HIV/AIDS prevention education and teacher training in sub-Saharan Africa 

  Secondary education, including technical and vocational education and training as well as science and technology education 

  Promoting quality education, with special reference to values education and teacher training 

  Higher education 

Natural Sciences 

Since its inception, UNESCO has developed several international programmes to better assess and manage the Earth’s resources. The Organization also helps reinforce the capacities of developing countries in the sciences, engineering and technology. 

UNESCO’s priorities in the field of Natural Sciences: 

  Water and associated eco-systems 

  Oceans 

  Capacity-building in the basic and engineering sciences, the formulation of science policies and the promotion of a culture of maintenance 

  Promoting the application of science, engineering and appropriate technologies for sustainable development, natural resource use and management, disaster preparedness and alleviation and renewable sources of energy 

Social and Human Sciences 

The social and human sciences have a vital role to play in helping to understand and interpret the social, cultural and economic environment. They provide research, identify and analyse trends, propose paths of action. 

UNESCO’s priorities in the field of Social and Human Sciences: 

  Ethics of science and technology, with emphasis on bioethics 

  Promotion of human rights and the fight against all forms of discrimination, racism, xenophobia and related intolerance through activities in UNESCO’s field of competence 

  Foresight, philosophy, human sciences, democracy and the enhancement of human security 

  Management of social transformation 

Culture 
Preserving and respecting the specificity of each culture, while ensuring that it preserves and respects the specificities of another culture, and involving it in an approach that bring them together and extends beyond them in a more interactive and interdependent world, is the challenge which must be met by the international community and, on its behalf, by UNESCO and its partners. 

UNESCO’s cultural priorities: 

  Promoting cultural diversity, with special emphasis on the tangible and intangible heritage 

  Cultural policies as well as intercultural and interfaith dialogue and understanding 

  Cultural industries and artistic expressions 

Communication and Information 

Communication and Information programmes are rooted in UNESCO’s Constitution, which requires the Organization to promote the “free flow of ideas by word and image”. The main objective for UNESCO is to build a knowledge society based on the sharing of knowledge and incorporating all the socio-cultural and ethical dimensions of sustainable development. 

UNESCO’s priorities in the field of Communication and Information: 

  Empowering people through access to information and knowledge with special emphasis on freedom of expression 

  Promoting communication development 

  Advancing the use of ICTs for education, science and culture

To achieve this goal, BPI relies more on establishing and nurturing a sustained working relationship with the mass media all over the world than on products of its own. A media action plan, developed and constantly updated in cooperation with the programme sectors, guides the day to day work of BPI. This action plan – a calendar of media-oriented activities – reflects and seeks to give wide public exposure to the organization’s strategic priorities. 

To help UNESCO field offices and National Commissions to develop the capacity to produce media-oriented material locally and to disseminate it effectively, BPI, in cooperation with BFC and ERC, conducts media training workshops at Headquarters and in the field. Local and regional media action plans are developed in the course of these workshops. As these plans are actually carried out, UNESCO’s activities in the field will attract increased attention from national, regional and local media. 

To reach out to television audiences around the world, co-production agreements with major television channels and producers are negotiated and entered into by BPI. Resulting programmes – such as the series of two-minute vignettes on the world’s disappearing languages co-produced by UNESCO and the Discovery Channel, for example – carry UNESCO’s messages to millions of viewers. 

BPI is also responsible for the publication or co-publication of printed works and audiovisual products offered on sale at market prices. These include specialized books and CD-ROMs aimed at a scholarly public – history series, scientific works – as well as books and CD-ROMs targeting youth and the general public. 

A flagship magazine, the new Courier, is produced and distributed by BPI twice a year in the six languages of UNESCO’s General Conference. Aimed at the Organization’s actors and partners as well as to all those actively concerned with UNESCO’s work and goals, the new Courier is distributed in bulk, free of charge, to National Commissions, field offices, UNESCO clubs and others in a position to redistribute it at national and local levels. 

The UNESCO website will continue its deep renewal process. Information resources now organized according to themes and no longer to divisions or entities and are more accessible to the uninitiated. Common ergonomic and design principles, adopted and adapted by the community of “webworkers” at Headquarters and in field offices, are progressively applied throughout the 100,000 online pages in order to make them user-friendly. Translation mechanisms to publish more systematically the information in the six official languages will be experimented. Web-based facilities will be implemented to develop collaborative work, communities and e-activities. 

Detailed graphic design guidelines will provide a framework for a better use of the UNESCO logo and the associate “delta” lay-out introduced to create progressively a style that projects the Organization as both coherent and diverse. 

Through its Public Relations Unit, BPI organizes a number of public and media-oriented events each year mainly, but not exclusively at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. When financed through partnerships with the private sector, these events and their follow-up may, in some instances, generate extrabudgetary resources benefiting UNESCO programmes. 


� http://portal.unesco.org





